254             GEORGE WASHINGTON

to President Adams that "taught by the great ex-
ample which I have so long had before me, never to
oppose my private wishes to the public will, I must
consent to the request made by Congress, which you
have had the goodness to transmit me, and in doing
this, I need not say, I cannot say, what a sacrifice of
individual feeling I make to a sense of public duty."
The intended monument at the capital was never
erected* Martha Washington lies beside her hus-
band where she wished to be, in the family vault at
Mount Vernon. From her chamber window in the
upper story of the Mount Vernon house she could
look across the field to the vault. She died in 1802,
a woman of rare discretion and good sense who, dur-
ing forty years, proved herself the worthiest com-
panion of the founder of his country*

I have wished to write this biography of George
Washington so that it would explain itself. There is
no need of eulogy. All eulogy is superfluous. We see
the young Virginia boy, born in aristocratic condi-
tions, with but a meagre education, but trained by
the sports and rural occupations of his home in per-
fect manliness, in courage, in self-reliance, in re-
sourcefulness. Some one instilled into him moral
precepts which fastened upon his young conscience
and would not let him go. At twenty he was phys-ends
